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Update on attempts to ban DJI drones 

No movement on Washington State SB 5302 prohibiting the purchase of small unmanned aircraft 
manufactured or assembled by a covered foreign entity. Some issues with suppliers getting shipments of 
DJI equipment stopped at border by CBP. DJI is pushing for the audit of its drones before time runs out at 
end of 2025 and NDAA’s rule that lack of evaluation will result in DJI drones being added to the FCC list. 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5302&Year=2025 

https://www.commercialuavnews.com/no-dji-ban-yet-but-us-customs-already-stopping-some-drones-at-
border 

https://dronedj.com/2025/04/04/dji-drone-ban-security-audit/ 

 

China adds a number of US drone manufacturers to its “unreliable entity” list 

China has dropped the hammer on 11 US-based drone manufacturers, including Skydio, BRINC Drones, 
red Six Solutions, SYNEXXUS, Firestorm Labs, Kratos Unmanned Aerial Systems, HavocAI, Neros 
Technologies, Domo Tactical Communications, Rapid Flight, and Boeing-owned Insitu — by placing them 
on its “unreliable entity” list, a move that subjects these companies to sweeping trade sanctions and 
export restrictions.  

Skydio, known for its advanced autonomous drones, has already felt the impact. The company relies on 
Chinese suppliers for certain components, notably batteries. With the sanctions in place, Skydio’s CEO, 
Adam Bry, has informed customers that battery supplies will be limited in the coming months. To 
manage this shortage, Skydio is rationing batteries to one per drone and is actively seeking alternative 
suppliers outside of China.  

https://dronedj.com/2025/04/07/us-china-drone-sanctions-skydio/ 

 

DJI Mini 4 Pro drone gains MSDK support for automated, custom flights 

DJI has rolled out a major update to its Mobile SDK (MSDK) V5, unlocking powerful third-party app 
integrations for the popular sub-250-gram drone. This game-changing update means users can now 
access advanced flight automation, custom waypoints, and precision mapping through apps like Litchi, 
DroneDeploy, and Drone Harmony. 

https://dronedj.com/2025/03/21/dji-mini-4-pro-msdk/ 
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Zenmuse S1 & Zenmuse V1 

DJI just launched Zenmuse S1, its first-ever spotlight, and Zenmuse V1, its first drone-mounted speaker 
— two fresh payloads designed for DJI’s powerful Matrice 350 RTK and 300 RTK drones. These new tools 
are built for action-packed missions like emergency response, public safety, and night inspections, giving 
drone teams sharper eyes and louder voices in the sky. Unknown prices at this time, must contact local 
dealer. 

https://dronedj.com/2025/04/16/dji-drone-speaker-spotlight-price/ 

 

Freefly Systems’ Alta X Earns Green UAS Certification 

The Association for Uncrewed Vehicle Systems International (AUVSI) announced that Freefly Systems’ (a 
Washington State-based company) Alta X has officially achieved Green UAS certification, joining a 
growing roster of vetted, secure drone platforms available for government and enterprise use. The Green 
UAS program, developed in coordination with the DIU and modeled after the Blue UAS program, 
provides a consistent vetting process for drone platforms to demonstrate security and compliance. 
Certification enables non-DoD entities, including state and local governments, critical infrastructure 
providers, and commercial operators, to procure trusted drones that meet the highest level of security 
requirements. 

https://www.commercialuavnews.com/freefly-systems-alta-x-earns-green-uas-certification-amid-
growing-demand-for-secure-compliant-drone-platforms 

https://freeflysystems.com/alta-x 

FreeFly has also just introduced their latest drone, the Flying Sun 1000, a revolutionary drone-based 
lighting system that’s built to light up the night — literally. This industrial-grade drone delivers 300,000 
lumens of focused LED illumination from above. That’s about as bright as stadium floodlights. $60,000k 
per unit. 

https://dronedj.com/2025/04/14/freefly-flying-sun-drone-light/ 

 

Tiny LiDAR to look out for in 2026 

Sony has announced the AS-DT1, a brand-new miniature LiDAR depth sensor, that is just about 1.14 
inches wide and weighs only 1.76 ounces. That’s less than a slice of bread. The AS-DT1 is equipped with 
a SPAD sensor (Single Photon Avalanche Diode), which allows it to measure distance using light pulses — 
even in tough environments. We’re talking about measuring in three dimensions — length, width, and 
depth — with pinpoint accuracy. Sony says the AS-DT1 will be commercially available in Spring 2026, but 
drone geeks in the US will get an early peek at it during XPONENTIAL 2025 in Houston (May 20–22). So if 
you’re heading there, you’ll want to swing by their booth and check it out. 

https://dronedj.com/2025/04/16/sony-drone-lidar-sensor-smallest/ 
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BRINC partners with Motorola 

Seattle-based drone company BRINC just raised a massive $75 million in new funding and announced a 
strategic partnership with Motorola Solutions — moves that promise to supercharge its mission to 
revolutionize 911 response across the US. 

https://dronedj.com/2025/04/08/brinc-funding-motorola-drones-china/ 

 

Risk Assessment for Unmanned Aviation in National Airspace System 

https://www.commercialuavnews.com/risk-assessment-as-a-key-ingredient-to-integrate-uncrewed-
aviation-into-the-national-airspace-system 

 

Why has the looming DJI Ban not translated into a boom for American-made drones? 

https://www.commercialuavnews.com/why-has-the-looming-dji-ban-not-translated-into-a-boom-for-
american-made-
drones?mkt_tok=NzU2LUZXSi0wNjEAAAGZv9Xf3HB8_GHqLRJmzErLFdpKH7rMl_dt4a9GSDAfEKe8ul2O_u
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