WAGISA Drone SIG August 2024 News

DJI Ban Updates

NDAA FY25 containing the Countering CCP Drones Act passed on June by the House. The bill went to
Senate, and they made the decision to exclude the Countering CCP Drones Act from their version of the
NDAA in July. Despite the current reprieve, the future of DJI drones in the US remains uncertain. The
Senate version will now head to the floor for consideration, and should it pass the full Senate, the House
and Senate will need to reconcile their versions of the NDAA. This reconciliation process could result in
the reintroduction of the ban or a compromise that imposes certain restrictions on DJI drones. The
earliest the Senate will vote on NDAA amendments is in September, if at all. It is also important to note
that the amendment is significantly different from the House version, which passed in June, and now
includes identification of Chinese military companies, a ban on Autel drones in addition to DJI as well as
affiliated companies who use DJI’s design like Anzu Robotics and Cogito Tech, and establishment of a
“First Responder Secure Drone Program”. If it is included in the Senate’s NDAA, it will require the Senate
and House to hold a conference to reconcile differences between the two versions of the FY25 NDAA
before it can become law.

In other news, The “Drones for First Responders (DFR) Act” was tabled by the same House of
Representative members pushing the pre-existing Countering CCP Drones Act.

https://dronedj.com/2024/07/11/dji-drone-ban-senate-update/

https://www.econotimes.com/DJI-Drone-Ban-Faces-Renewed-Scrutiny-Through-Senate-Defense-Bill-
Amendment-1683013

https://dronedj.com/2024/07/31/dji-drone-ban-us-senate/

https://dronelife.com/2024/07/28/senator-rick-scott-submits-amendment-to-add-countering-ccp-
drones-act-to-ndaa-fy25/

Some Smaller DJI Drone Alternatives

Autel Robotics Evo Lite+

Potensic Atom SE

Cogito SPECTA

Anzu Robotics Raptor

BRINC Drones

ACSL SOTEN

ACSL SOTEN Upgraded NDAA-Compliant Controller
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Japanese drone make ACSL has announce the September release of a new $2,800 rugged drone
controller with built in screen designed for sensitive drone missions with protocols for handling classified
data to be used with its flagship SOTEN drone. Their original controller for the SOTEN works with Android
phones.

https://dronedj.com/2024/07/25/acsl-soten-drone-tenso-controller/

How to Find a FRIA Zone

In July 2024, the FAA released a new map that makes finding FAA-Recognized Identification Areas easier,
so you can fly without Remote ID. Powered by ArcGIS, the map allows you to insert an address. From
there, the map zooms into your region. If there’s a FRIA nearby, it’s marked with a red flag on the map.

https://www.thedronegirl.com/2024/07/11/find-fria-drone-zone-without-remote-id/

PANOVOLO

If you're just looking to create panoramas but don’t want to purchase software like DroneDeploy or
ESRI’s SiteScan to do so, PANOVOLA is a standalone panorama stitching tool for drone photography.
Desktop based software, license to stich unlimited amount of images costs $29.99 activated on up to two
computers.

https://www.panovolo.com/get-panovolo/

Airspace Link Drone Management Tool

Airspace Link, a leading FAA-approved UAS Service Supplier for low-altitude airspace authorization, has
unveiled the AirHub Portal Marketplace, a new addition to its AirHub Portal ecosystem. This platform
offers a curated collection of drone planning, operations, and management tools and third-party
integrations, aiming to simplify drone operations and create an integrated ecosystem for the industry
and drone operators.

https://dronedj.com/2024/08/06/airspace-link-airhub-portal-marketplace/

Release of Flyability Elios 3

Flyability to release the latest generation of the Elios indoor drone, Elios 3. Elios 1 and 2 will stop being
sold after October 2024, and you can turn in old generation to get a discount on the newer Elios 3. The
latest Elios 3 gets an updated SLAM engine, new LiDAR payload, and ultrasonic thickness (UT) probe.

https://dronedj.com/2024/07/24/flyability-elios-drone-sales-end/
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Flytbase and Pix4D Partnership

Drone autonomy software specialist FlytBase has announced a strategic partnership with
photogrammetry company Pix4D. The collaboration will enable FlytBase users in construction
monitoring, mapping, and surveying industries to seamlessly upload drone data directly to PIX4Dcloud,
streamlining project management and reducing manual tasks.

https://dronedj.com/2024/07/23/flytbase-pix4d-drone-data-processing/

Adorama EDU offers exclusive drone discounts for teachers

Adorama EDU is a specialized program offering exclusive discounts and benefits to educators. Once
enrolled, educators get up to 20% off thousands of products and an extra 6% discount on pre-owned
items.

https://www.thedronegirl.com/2024/08/06/adorama-edu-drone-discounts-teachers/
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