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Update on attempts to ban DJI drones

Currently, there is no active ban on DJI drones. There is a de facto ban signed into law, however. While
the Countering CCP Drones Act passed the House, it failed to ever pass the Senate. DJI, however, did get
included in Congress’ final bill, the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2025. It stipulates
that an appropriate national security agency conduct a risk assessment of Chinese-made drones. If that
isn’t completed in one year, new drones, including those from DJI, will automatically be banned. DJI has
a hard deadline of December 7, 2025, before a de facto ban is in place.

China Tariffs

If you're thinking about buying a drone in 2025, you might want to act fast. The U.S. government has
been in talks of imposing tariffs on multiple countries. That includes China tariffs that’ll add a 10% tax on
producers of Chinese products—which includes many types of drones and their components. Even
drones from American drone companies could get more expensive because the majority of “American-
made” drones that are considered to be made in U.S rely on countries like China for parts used in their
drones.

https://www.thedronegirl.com/2025/02/06/drone-prices-china-tariffs/

DroneTag RIDER for drone detection

In recent months, the United States has witnessed a surge in drone activity. While federal investigations
have determined that many of these drones were authorized and posed no security threat, the sheer
volume of reports underscores the growing presence of drones in our airspace. In response to these
escalating concerns, Dronetag has unveiled the RIDER — a pocket-sized device that tells you exactly what
drones are nearby and where they came from. It’s a wireless, battery-powered Remote ID receiver that
picks up drone signals and relays the info straight to your phone.

https://dronedj.com/2025/01/29/dronetag-rider-drone-detection-device/

If you’re more worried about larger aircraft though, FlightRadar24 is a free app available for desktop and
mobile devices.

https://www.flightradar24.com/

ACSL Expansion within the U.S.

As concerns over security and supply chain reliability mount and many American businesses and
government entities seek alternatives to Chinese-made drones, ACSL, Japan’s largest drone
manufacturer, has taken a major step forward in expanding its presence in North America by way of a


https://www.thedronegirl.com/2025/02/06/drone-prices-china-tariffs/
https://dronedj.com/2025/01/29/dronetag-rider-drone-detection-device/
https://www.flightradar24.com/

new partnership with distributor Exertis Almo, North America’s largest Pro AV distributor. The move is
expected to significantly ramp up shipments from hundreds to thousands in 2025.

https://www.thedronegirl.com/2025/01/30/exertis-almo/

GeoCue unveils TV1 Lite and TV1 drone LiDAR systems

GeoCue is making high-precision drone LiDAR more affordable and accessible with the launch of two
new survey-grade scanners: the TrueView 1 Lite (TV1 Lite, priced at $18,990) and TrueView 1 (TV1).

https://dronedj.com/2025/02/12/geocue-drone-lidar-tvl-lite/

BVLOS LiDAR Surveying with Wingcopter

German drone maker Wingcopter, known for cargo drones, is now stepping into the world of long-range
LiDAR surveying. The Wingcopter 198, their flagship drone, is getting high-end laser scanning and camera
systems. This new application will let surveyors scan up to 37 miles (60 km) in one flight. The Wingcopter
198 can carry a 10-pound (4.5 kg) sensor system and collect ultra-detailed LiDAR data — 570 points per
square meter with millimeter-level accuracy. The drone’s BVLOS (Beyond Visual Line of Sight) capability
means it can cover over 2,500 acres (10.3 square kilometers) in just 42 minutes.

https://dronedj.com/2025/02/12/wingcopter-delivery-drone-lidar-survey/

FAA expands DroneDeploy’s reach with nationwide BVLOS authorization

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has granted DroneDeploy a nationwide waiver for Beyond
Visual Line of Sight (BVLOS) drone operations, allowing the company to oversee large-scale construction
projects remotely without needing constant human oversight. Expectedly, the use of autonomous
drones for monitoring critical infrastructure across the US can go up significantly.

https://dronedj.com/2025/02/06/dronedeploy-bvlos-drone-construction-monitoring/

Want to turn almost any drone into an FPV drone?

DroneMask 2 is the second flagship product made by a Norwegian company called Immerse Optics. It
allows you to take your camera drone and turn it into an immersive flying experience. Best yet, it’s
significantly less than the DJI Goggles, at only $200.

https://www.thedronegirl.com/2025/01/30/dronemask-2-review/

New Terra Xross 1 drone for indoor inspections
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Japan-based drone service provider Terra Drone Corporation has unveiled its first-ever indoor inspection
drone, Terra Xross 1. The cutting-edge device, launched both in Japan and the US, promises stable flights
in tough conditions, and that too at a price nearly one-third lower than competitors. The Terra Xross 1 is
a drone that stays stable using visual odometry and LiDAR, meaning it can operate smoothly in GPS-
denied environments without advanced piloting skills. Plus, it comes with a cloud-based platform, Terra
Xross Cloud, for seamless 3D data management and sharing.

https://dronedj.com/2025/02/04/terra-xross-indoor-inspection-drone/



https://dronedj.com/2025/02/04/terra-xross-indoor-inspection-drone/

