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Updates on the Future of Chinese-made Drones in the US 

The Department of Defense (DoD), General Services Administration (GSA), and National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) have jointly issued an interim rule prohibiting 
federal agencies from purchasing or operating drones made in countries deemed adversarial to 
the United States. The rule, which aligns with the American Security Drone Act (ASDA) of 2023, 
was published in the Federal Register this week and takes immediate effect for new drone 
acquisitions. Existing drones must comply by December 22, 2025. 

The Countering CCP Drone Act passed the House in September and is now working its way 
through the Senate. With the elections changing plenty of seats in both houses, a law like this 
might be pushed to the side until the new Congress is sworn in. With the Republicans regaining 
the majority, it is likely the bill will pass as it is and move to the White House for signing into 
law.  

A Trump presidency could increase attention on strengthening domestic manufacturing in the 
drone industry. His previous “America First” agenda promoted domestic job creation and sought 
to curb reliance on foreign goods. With the potential ban on Chinese drones looming, Trump 
may encourage U.S.-based companies to step up production, potentially through incentives and 
grants aimed at developing competitive technology. 

https://dronedj.com/2024/11/15/us-feds-chinese-drone-ban/ 

https://dronedj.com/2024/11/13/what-a-republican-controlled-government-likely-means-for-
the-dji-ban/ 

https://dronelife.com/2024/11/06/what-trumps-presidency-could-mean-for-the-drone-
industry/ 

https://www.thedronegirl.com/2024/11/04/2025-drone-industry-challenges-
opportunities/amp/ 

 

Some Potential Small DJI Drone Alternatives 

Potensic Atom SE 

Cogito SPECTA 

Anzu Robotics Raptor 

BRINC Drones 

ACSL SOTEN 
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https://www.cogito-techs.com/
https://www.anzurobotics.com/anzu-raptor/
https://brincdrones.com/drone-as-first-responder/
https://acsl-usa.com/product/


 

ACSL SOTEN Sold by Frontier Precision 

Japanese drone maker ACSL has a drone called the Soten, which is now being sold by Frontier Precision. 

https://frontierprecision.com/solutions/unmanned/uas/acsl/?utm_campaign=sr_ACSL_Soten&utm_sour
ce=bing&utm_medium=ppc&utm_term=acsl%20soten&utm_content=4639252-e4-no-mp-c531241854-
g1364496456231711-a85281429852405-u1d5da195d25f144881dec6aa71a89068-cat11723123-
kacsl%20soten-mod 

 

Elios 3 Gas Sensing 

Flyability to release the latest generation of the Elios indoor drone, Elios 3. Elios 1 and 2 will stop being 
sold after October 2024, and you can turn in old generation to get a discount on the newer Elios 3. The 
latest Elios 3 gets an updated SLAM engine, new LiDAR payload, and ultrasonic thickness (UT) probe. 

https://dronedj.com/2024/07/24/flyability-elios-drone-sales-end/ 
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