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Update on the DJI Bans 
Under the Fiscal Year 2025 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), the US government is required to 
conduct a risk assessment of drones manufactured in China, including those from DJI and Autel, by 
December 23, 2025. This audit has still not taken place and other rulings within court, and decisions 
voted on by other agencies like DoD and FAA are taking place now. The Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) is tightening its grip on foreign-made technology and FCC Chairman Brendan Carr has 
announced that the agency will vote on new rules allowing it to revoke certifications for previously 
approved devices deemed national-security risks. The proposal is part of a broader effort to close 
loopholes in US communications safeguards. If adopted, it would let the FCC not only block new product 
authorizations for companies on its “Covered List” (which already includes the likes of Huawei and 
Hikvision) but also revoke certifications for existing models if new concerns arise, ensuring that covered 
manufacturers can’t slip banned technology into other products. Remember, Anzu Robotics, Skyrover? 
Without FCC certification, no new DJI drones could be legally imported or sold in the United States. 
Retailers couldn’t restock. Repair shops couldn’t order parts. Even future software updates could be 
halted if they require FCC compliance. This wouldn’t mean that existing drones would suddenly stop 
working. The FCC doesn’t have the power to “brick” previously sold products. But it could mark the end 
of DJI’s dominance in American skies — turning current models into collector’s items almost overnight. 
https://dronedj.com/2025/10/12/dji-drone-ban-us-fcc/ 
https://uavcoach.com/dji-ban/ 
https://dronedj.com/2025/07/15/dji-autel-drone-national-security/ 
 
US Court decision keeps DJI drones under Pentagon blacklist 
The ruling, handed down by US District Judge Paul Friedman on September 26, allows the Department of 
Defense (DoD) to continue labeling DJI as a “Chinese Military Company.” The designation has been in 
place since 2022, and while it doesn’t ban DJI outright, it bars federal agencies from using its drones and 
casts a cloud over its business in the US. The original ruling sparked concerns that DJI could be lumped in 
with defense contractors or accused of covert government ties. The blacklist designation carries real 
consequences. DJI has already lost access to federal contracts, and its reputation has taken hits in the 
private sector. Pilots are also wary of whether DJI’s latest drone models — like the Mavic 4 Pro and Mini 
5 Pro, which skipped an official US release — will continue to bypass the market. 
https://dronedj.com/2025/09/27/dji-pentagon-us-lawsuit-blacklist/ 
https://dronedj.com/2025/10/01/dji-drone-us-blacklist-pentagon/ 
https://dronedj.com/2025/09/27/dji-china-drone-success-secret/ 
 
 
New FAA Part 108 rule could lock DJI pilots out of BVLOS 
Part 108 is meant to finally normalize routine beyond visual line of sight (BVLOS) flights at scale. But it 
could shut out much of the existing DJI fleet, or any other non-US-made drone that American pilots 
actually use every day. DJI, the world’s largest drone manufacturer, has warned in its official response 
that the proposal doesn’t just set safety standards; it risks grounding much of America’s current fleet. For 
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US drone pilots, the message is clear: unless changes are made, the aircraft you already own might not 
qualify for the new era of BVLOS.  
https://dronedj.com/2025/09/19/dji-drone-part-108-bvlos/ 
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/08/07/2025-14992/normalizing-unmanned-aircraft-
systems-beyond-visual-line-of-sight-operations 
 
GeoCue announcement of NDAA-compliant aerial LiDAR sensor 
TrueView 641, a new NDAA-compliant aerial LiDAR and imagery sensor that blends long-range, 
engineering-grade performance with more accessible pricing. With US federal, state, and local contracts 
increasingly requiring NDAA-compliant hardware, GeoCue’s new system arrives at just the right time for 
American surveyors and engineering firms looking to stay competitive. The TrueView 641 delivers up to 
400 meters of range, less than 4 mm accuracy, and a 120° field of view. 
https://dronedj.com/2025/10/13/geocue-ndaa-drone-lidar-sensor/#more-106121 
 
New FAA NOTAM platform 
The FAA has launched a new Notice to Airmen (NOTAM) system, marking the first major overhaul of the 
decades-old (1985) service that alerts pilots — including drone operators — to temporary airspace 
restrictions, hazards, and flight disruptions. The modernized platform, called the NOTAM Management 
Service (NMS), is designed to be faster, more reliable, and cloud-based. While the legacy system will 
continue running in parallel for now, the new service is already distributing notices to a group of early 
adopters. The FAA expects a full migration by late spring 2026, when NMS will become the single 
authoritative source for all NOTAMs nationwide. 
https://dronedj.com/2025/10/03/faa-notam-service-drone-pilots/ 
 
Skydio expands drone lineup with indoor R10 and long-range F10 
Skydio has announced two new drones — the R10 and F10 — aimed at transforming how first 
responders, infrastructure operators, and defense teams carry out missions. One drone is built for 
navigating tight indoor spaces, while the other offers fixed-wing speed and endurance designed for rural 
and long-range operations. Together, they signal a major expansion of Skydio’s vision for autonomous 
aerial intelligence. The R10 is possibly around $6,000 and features prop guards, a 4k camera, 20-minute 
flight time, 5G/Cellular LTE compatibility, is 1.73 pounds and comes with built-in light and two-way 
microphone/speaker. No known price for the F10 yet, but this is a fixed wing drone that features a 
80+mph speed, 90+ minute flight time, and dock compatibility with robotic arm that allows the drone to 
launch/land upright. 
https://dronedj.com/2025/09/26/skydio-r10-new-indoor-drone/ 
https://www.skydio.com/r10 
https://www.skydio.com/f10 
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