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Update on the DJI Bans
Under the Fiscal Year 2025 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), the US government is required to
conduct a risk assessment of drones manufactured in China, including those from DJI and Autel, by
December 23, 2025. If DJI isn’t formally audited for security by that date, the 2025 NDAA will
automatically ban new DJI products by adding them to the FCC Covered List— This move would block
new DJI drones from being imported or sold in the U.S., and could make it much harder to use them in
general. There is still no sign as of July that the audit has been scheduled, a process supposed to last up
to 6 months to complete. Although DJI isn’t banned, its drones are out of stock almost everywhere you
look. The U.S. Commerce Department is gearing up to issue rules as early as this month (September
2025) to restrict imports of Chinese drones — regardless of NDAA audit, further tightening access to DJI
products. In addition, a secondary Section 232 investigation by Dept of Commerce in July 2025 may also
increase chances of a ban on Chinese-made drones, including Autel and DJI. Those of us in the U.S will
not benefit from the new releases of DJI Mini 5 Pro, DJI Power 1000 V2, or other software/hardware
updates and releases this year as the company refuses to sell those to the U.S.
What to expect:

- Continued flight for existing drones FOR NOW. But no new sales or imports of DI

products in the U.S. Possibility that older equipment licenses granted before February
2023 to be revoked later, but any after may be banned immediately.

- Official support may end. This could include sale of batteries, updates to firmware,
repairs, and warranty claims.

- Insurance and regulatory issues may arise. This could happen for both commercial and
public safety operators using unsupported drones.

- Second-hand market complications. Transfers and sales will require extra care due to
DIJI’s strict binding policy.

https://uavcoach.com/dji-ban/
https://dronedj.com/2025/07/15/dji-autel-drone-national-security/

DroneDeploy $15M towards Al

The reality capture leader has officially reached break-even, meaning it’s now fully self-sustaining.
Instead of chasing profitability, the company can plow every dollar it earns straight into product
development, and its first move is big: a $15 million strategic raise dedicated entirely to advancing its Al
and robotics offerings. This builds on the company’s acquisition of Rocos, which gave it a robotics
operating system designed to deploy fleets of ground and aerial robots at scale.
https://dronedj.com/2025/09/12/dronedeploy-break-even-15m-funding/
https://dronedj.com/2021/08/10/dronedeploy-acquires-robotics-software-company-rocos/

US Buyers continue to be blocked from new DJI products
Those of us in the U.S will not benefit from the new DJI Mini 5 Pro, DJI Power 1000 V2, or other
software/hardware updates and releases.


https://uavcoach.com/dji-ban/
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Uber to partner with Joby Aviation to provide electric air taxis

Less than two weeks after completing its acquisition of aerial mobility business Blade, eVTOL air taxi
developer Joby Aviation has expanded an ongoing partnership with Uber, Inc. to bring those flights to
the popular rideshare app.
https://electrek.co/2025/09/10/joby-aviation-uber-add-blade-flights-app-electric-air-taxis/

Flybotix ASIO X

Flybotix’s flagship solution, the ASIO X drone, is purpose-built for inspecting hard-to-reach places
without putting humans at risk. Featuring a patented dual-rotor design and a cage around drone, the
drone boasts the longest flight time at 20 minutes on the market for its category and can carry heavier
payloads than most confined-space drones. Its integrated SaaS platform delivers real-time insights,
helping operators detect integrity issues early and avoid costly breakdowns. 40k lumen lighting system,
LiDAR payload, and gas detection.
https://dronedj.com/2025/09/09/flybotix-series-a-drone-inspection/
https://www.flybotix.com/asio-x/

Flying Sun

Partnership with FreeFly based out of Woodinville, WA. The Flying sun gives you 300,000 lumens of light
using a 5kW+ 240v generator and a tether for virtually silent and unlimited uptime, illuminating up to
a137,000 sqft area to 1 foot candle. Two versions of the drone and lighting system offered at $49,995 for
Flying Sun 500 and $59,995 for Flying Sun 1000.

https://freeflysystems.com/flying-sun

Antigravity Al 8K 360 drone

Reminiscent of the DJI Avata FPV drone, the world's first 360 drone created by Antigravity in partnership
with Insta360 weighs under 250g and features goggles and grip controller with hand and head tracking.
Antigravity Al's camera lenses are precisely positioned at the top and bottom of the drone, and an
advanced 360 image-stitching algorithm powered by Insta360 makes the drone fully invisible. This drone
hits the market in January 2026. Pricing still being finalized for the set including the drone, Vision
goggles, and Grip controller.

https://www.antigravity.tech/us/drone/antigravity-al

HoverAir Aqua drone

HoverAir’s latest innovation, the Aqua drone, has made a huge splash — literally and figuratively. The
waterproof flying camera, designed for effortless water takeoff and landing, has now raised more than
$1.4 million through crowdfunding, marking one of the most successful launches in the company’s
history. With this milestone, HoverAir confirmed that Aqua will enter mass production in Q4 2025, with
customer shipments scheduled for December 2025 starting at $999 early-bird price.
https://dronedj.com/2025/08/28/hoverair-agua-drone-crowdfunding-milestone/
https://dronedj.com/2025/08/21/hoverair-aqua-drone-buy-price/

https://hoverair.com/pages/aqua
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